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Eleazar Ben-Y ehuda, the Father of
Modern Hebrew, said, “l read
somewherethat weJewsspeak seventy
differentlanguages, yet not oneof us
gpesksour ownlanguage,” quotedfrom
page48inhisbiography, “ Tongueof
theProphets’, by Robert St. John.

Eleazar Ben-Y ehudaspent hislife
resurrectingtheHebrew languagefor
the Jewish people. He knew that the
nationof | srael could never becomea
‘country onitsown'’ ifitdidnot havea
commonlanguage.

AttheTower of Babel, Genesis11,
the people wanted to be one so the
Lordhadto“confoundther language’
inorder to causethemto scatter over
theearth.

Now apply that concept to
Christendom today with their many
different Bibletrandations. A church
congregationof multipletrandationsis
confusion. Theenemy learnedagood
lesson at the Tower of Babel, but
Christendomhasforgottenit.

The New International Version
(N1V) seemstobethemost popular so
this article will discuss that version
beginningwith1Timothy 3:16. Weare
being told the versions are easier to
read and easier to understand. Isthis
really true? Or havewebeendeceived
intothinkingitistrue?Whenthereisa
differenceinmeaningintheversions,
whichwill beused astheauthority?

“Andwithout controversygreatis
themystery of godliness: God was
manifestintheflesh,justifiedinthe
Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto
the Gentiles, believed on in the
world,receivedupintoglory.” (KJV)

“Beyondall question,themystery
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which passeth knowledge
that ye might be filled with

Christian Babel #1

of godlinessisgreat: Heappeared
in a body, was vindicated by the
Spirit, was seen by angels, was
preached among the nations, was
believed onintheworld, wastaken
upinglory.” (NIV)

Whichvergoniseas ertounderstand?
Arebothversonssayingthesamething?

" God was manifest in the flesh”
makes us realize that the God Who
createdall things, the Almighty God,
cametodwell withusinabody of flesh
likeours. ‘He appeared in a body’
gripsitofitsawe. Infact,itmuddlesthe
concept of thevirginbirth.

“And the Word was made flesh,
and dweltamongus, (and webehed
Hisglory, the glory as of the only
begotten of theFather,) full of grace
andtruth.” (In1:14)KIV

“TheWordbecamefleshandlived
for awhileamongus. Wehaveseen
hisglory, theglory of the oneand
only Son,whocamefromtheFather,
full of graceandtruth.” NIV

Bothversionsagreethat conception
took placeinthevirginMary whenthe
Holy Spirit came upon her and the
power of the Highest overshadowed
her. Only Jesuswasso concelved. He
isthe Only One so begotten of God.
AndMary broughtforth her firstborn
Son. HE was the first to ‘break the
womb'.

“For untowhich of theangelssaid
Heat anytime,‘Thouart My Son,
this day have | begotten Thee”.
(Heb 1:5) Thenoteinthe Companion
Bibleexplainsbegottenas' broughtforth
tothebirthat resurrectionwhentheSon
becametheglorifiedfederal Head of a
new order of beings . Thisday refersto

all the fulness of God Eph 3:19

theday of Hisresurrection, whichagrees
withthecontext.

“Andagain,whenHebringethin
the First-begotten into the world,
Hesaith, 'And let all the angels of
GodworshipHim.'” (Heb1:6) This
wastruewhenMary brought forth her
firstbornSon, butthis, accordingtothe
context, hastheideaof the*womb of
thegrave' beingbrokenwhentheLord
Jesus Christ roseout fromamongthe
dead.

“Whoistheimageof theinvisible
God, the Firstborn of every
creature.” (Col 1:15) Thisreferstothe
Lord sresurrection.“HEistheHead
of thebody, thechurch: Whoisthe
beginning, the Firstborn from the
dead; that in all things He might
havethepreeminence.” (Col 1:18)

WhentheNIV states, ‘theglory of
theoneand only’, it hasclouded the
vita doctrineof thevirginbirthof Christ
and of Him being the first to be
resurrected fromthedead.

If only theNIV wasbeing used, how
couldonedoaresearchwiththewords
‘'oneandonly' andget thefull meaning of
theword’ begotten’ ?

When did the disciplesbehold His
glory? It was on the Mount of
Transfiguration when theface of the
Lord did shine as the sun, and His
ramentwasaswhiteasthelight. (Matt
17:2) Thiswasavision of Hisfuture
resurrected body.

“He appeared in a body” is
ambiguous. The Lord appeared in a
body to Abraham in Genesis 18. He
visitedwith Abrahamand atethefood
which Sarah had prepared. I sthisthe
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samebody asisrecordedinl Timothy
3:167? Wasthis abody of flesh? No.
ThiswasthepreincarnateChrist. Thisis
called a theophany, a visible
manifestationof God. Inthisbody He
could not qualify as a Kinsman-
redeemer, aswell explainedinthebook
of Ruth. Our Saviour had to have a
body like ours in order to pay the
penalty foroursins.

“Wher eforewhen Hecomethinto
theworld, Hesaith, * Sacrificeand
offering Thou wouldest not, but a
bodyhast ThoupreparedMe’” (Heb
10:5) KJV

“Forasmuchthenasthechildren
are partakers of flesh and blood,
Healso Himself likewisetook part
of thesame; that through deathHe
might destroy him that had the
power of death, that is, the devil.”
(Heb2:14) KV

Godwas* vindicated by the Spirit’.
Theword' vindicated' isnotfoundin
theKJV but under theword'* avenge’,
other meaningsgivenare, accordingto
Strong’sConcordance (1556)
‘vindicate, retaliate, and punish’.
“VengeanceisMine; | will repay’,

Christian Babel #1 ...cont'd

saith the Lord.” (Rom 12:19)
‘Vengeance' inthisversealsomeans
‘vindicationandretribution’ . (1557) Did
the Spirit in some way avenge or
vindicateGod?

Thisverseinl Timothy 3:16isspesking
about the mystery of godliness. Itis
speakingof theL ord JesusChristWho
isthevery exactimageof Godbecause
He is God. (Heb 1:3) The idea of
vengeance, vindication, retribution, all
seemoutof placeinthisverse. Justified
intheSpirit’ meansHeisrighteousin
Spirit. Inother words, Hewasmanifest
inaflesh and blood body aswehave,
butwithout thesinnaturethat wehave.
Therewasabsol utely nounrighteousness
inHim.

When Paul heard the voice of the
Lord on the road to Damascus, he
described the light that appeared as
abovethebrightnessof thesun. Thisis
the glory the Lord spoke of in John
17:5, “And now, O Father, glorify
Thou Mewith Thineown Self with
the glory which | had with Thee
beforetheworldwas.” so, thephrase
‘recelvedupinglory’ istrue.

Thephrase'receivedupintoglory’

infersbeingreceivedupintoaglorious
placecdledglory.“WhenChrist, Who
isour life, shall appear, then shall
yealsoappear withHiminglory.”
(Cal 3:4) Verseonemakesclear where
Christis. Ephesians3:6tellsuswhere
theChurch, theBody of Christisnow
potentially seated, sogloryisnotonly a
brightness, but alsoaplace. According
toEphesians1:20, Christwassetatthe
right hand of God inthefar aboveall
heavens. Thisiswhere glory is and
where He was received when He
finishedHiswork.

“For many deceiver sar eentered
intotheworld, whoconfessnot that
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.
This is the deceiver and an
antichrist.” (2In7) K3V

“Many deceivers, who do not
acknowledge Jesus Christ as
coming in theflesh, have gone out
intotheworld. Any such personis
thedecelver andtheantichrist.” NIV

Not muchmoreneed besaid except
that thereisadifference between*an
antichrist’ and‘ theantichrist’.

P. Schafer

2006 Phoenix Spring Bible Conference

117 - BLACK CANYON FRWY

19TH AVE

N. CORAL GABLES DR

MOON VALLEY COUNTRY CLUB

N. MEDINAN DR

W. MOON VALLEY DR
7TH ST.

N. CANTERBURY DR

W. THUNDERBIRDRD

Phoenix Spring Bible Conference:
April 7th-9th, 2006, MoonVdley Coun-
try Club, 151 WestMoonValley Drive,
Phoenix, AZ. (Seemap.)

Featured guest speaker: Michael
Mecikalski of Boscobel, Wisconsin.
Other speakersincludeForrest Cottrell
and BarnabasBaghby.

Meeting Schedule
Friday, April 7th: 7:00 pm
Saturday, April 8th: 9:30am, 10:30am,
LunchBreak, 1:15pm, 2:15pm
Sunday, April 9th: 9:30am, 10:30am

For moreinformationorlodging sug-
gestions, pleasecall: 623-972-7234 or
602-375-8717.

Other 2006 Conferences:
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TFT Annual Conference: June 2-4 at
theBibleForum, PerulN.

Boscobel Bible Conference: Sept. 1-
3,ComfortInn, Mineral Point, WI.
South Carolina Bible Conference:
Oct. 6-8. Ebenezer Community Club,
West Union, SC.



Among Christians, there are many
differingviewsonthesubject of God's
dealings with Israel. Some hold the
viewthat Godwasfinishedwithlsradl
at thecrossandthepresent churchage
began at that time. Some, thoughthey
differ about whenitoccurred, believe
that Godonly set |srael asidefor atime
andwill takeher upagaininthefuture
andwill fulfill thepromisesHemadeto
her.

Still otherscontend Godwasfinished
with Israel when Rome destroyed
Jerusaleminabout AD 70. Thesebe-
lievethegreat tribul ationwasfulfilled
during the Jewish war of AD 66-73,
and Nero, or some other despot, was
the Anti-Christ, and weare NOW in
themillenniumof Revelation20. Be-
lievingall prophecy concerningsragl
wasfulfilledatthat time, they conclude
thereremainsnothingaheadinGod' s
purposesexcept theresurrectionand
judgment. Inthispaperwewill consder
two of the chief reasonssome say all
Scripturewasfulfilledat AD 70andwe
will endeavor to seeif Scripture sup-
portsthisview.

It hasbeen said that oneof thechief
reasonsfor thislast view isthat Jesus
warned Hisdisciplesof thingstotake
place,in“thisgeneration”, thatis within
theirlifetimes. That meantthethingsHe
had predictedwouldtakeplacewithin
thenext 40 years, or by AD 70.

Jesustoldthemthe Templewouldbe
destroyed and described the condi-
tionsand eventsleadinguptoandin-
cludingHisreturntoearth. Concerning
those things He said, “Verily | say
untoyou, Thisgeneration shall not
passaway, till all befulfilled.” (Lk.21:
32) Dr.E.W. Bullinger writesthat the
Greekwordrendered“fulfilled” hereis
nottheonemeaningtobecompletedor
filledfull, but onethat means, “tobegin
to be, or arise.” That is, those things
wouldBEGIN tobefulfilled. Hestates
further,“ They did begintobe; they did
beginto ariseduring THAT VERY
GENERATION, andthat generation
did“ passaway.”

IsGod Finished With Israel? # 4

A second reasonsomesay al proph-
ecywasfulfilledinAD 70is, becauseof
aninadequatetrandationof “till” inthat
passageand several rel ated passages.
Wereadin,Mt.10: 23“But whenthey
persecute you in this city, flee ye
into another: for verily | say unto
you, Y eshall not havegoneover the
citiesof | srad, till theSon of man be
come.” Mt.16: 28" Verily | sayunto
you, Therebesomestanding here,
which shall not taste of death, till
they seethe Son of man comingin
Hiskingdom.” Mt.23:39"For | say
untoyou, Y eshall not seeM ehence-
forth,till yeshall say, BlessedisHe
That cometh in the name of the
Lord.” Mt.24:34 “Verily | sayunto
you, Thisgener ation shall not pass,
till all thesethingsbefulfilled.”

TheEnglishrenderingof theseverses
leads one to believe that all things,
spoken by theprophetsandthosethat
Jesusforetold, werecertainto happen
inthelifetimeof that generation. Dr.
E.W.BullingertellsusthereisaGreek
article” an” inthecasesabovethatisnot
trandated, but ..."which, whereveritis
found, introducesan el ement of uncer-
tainty, impliesacondition, and makes
thewholeclausehypothetical .”

In other words, those things may
possiblybefulfilled. C.H.Welchwrites,
“Thereisin each of these verses an
untranslated particle(article), an, the
effect of whichistomakethesentence
contingent upon something expressed
orimplied. Wecangather fromother
Scriptures,e.g., Acts3:19-21, thatthe
Second Comingof theL ordwouldnot
takeplacewnhilelsragl remainedunre-
pentant.”

Thosethingsspokenof by theproph-
ets and by Christ could have taken
placeinthelifetimeof thedisciples, but
thetimeof fulfillingwascontingenton
|srael’ snational repentance. Wefinda
comparatively small number of Jews
confessed JesusastheChrist, whilethe
ma ority andtheir leadersre ectedHim,
thusdelayingHisreturn.

After Christ ascended, Peter contin-

uedtoapped totheJews, pleadingwith
themtorepentinorder that all things
mightbefulfilled. Hesaid,“ Repentye
therefore, and be converted, that
your sinsmay beblotted out, when
thetimes of refreshing shall come
fromthepresenceof theL ord; And
Heshall send JesusChrist, Which
before was preached unto you:
Whomtheheaven must r eceiveuntil
thetimesof restitution of all things,
which God hath spokenbythemouth
of all His holy prophets since the
worldbegan.” (Ac.3:19-21)

Still l1ater, the ApostlePaul spoketo
theleadersof theJewsinRome, prov-
ingfromtheir Scripturesthat Jesuswas
theChristandthat all thingscould be
fulfilledif theywouldreceiveHim.We
read, “...there came many to him
into his lodging; to whom he ex-
pounded andtestified thekingdom
of God, per suadingthem concer n-
ing Jesus, both out of the law of
Moses, and out of the prophets,
from morningtill evening.” (Ac.28:
23)

For one whole day Paul reasoned
with the Jews concerning Jesus and
Israel’ s hope, but when the Jews re-
fusedtobelievehim, Paul announced
God' s change of plans. He declared
that God had sent His Salvation (the
Christ) to the nations (apart from I s-
rael). (Ac.28: 28) Paul DID NOT de-
clareGodhadforsaken|srael forever,
orthat Hehadreneged onHispromises
andrevoked|sragl’ shopeof their King-
dom. That assumptionismadeif one
forgetsorignoresGod’ sunconditional
promisestolsragl, orif onebelievesall
prophecy concerning I srael hasbeen
fulfilled.

What GodDID DO, after Hisdecla-
ration to the Jews at Rome, was to
makeanew creation of both Jewsand
Gentiles, calledthechurch, thebody of
Christ. HerevededtotheA postlePaul
Hiscalling outtothisbody and anew
administrationforit. Paul wroteof this
new creationthereafter inhislettersto
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IsGod Finished With Israel #4 ...cont'd

the Ephesiansand Colossianstelling
themtheirhomelandand ministry isfar
aboveall heavens. They havenoinher-
itanceonearthorinitsheavenly things,
butthey will appear withChristinheav-
enly placeswhenHeappearsthere.

However, whenthechurch appears
inheavenly places, itisnot theend of
God' sredemptivework. Thenations
haveyet to be evangelized; the earth
anditsheavenarenot clean; Satanhas
not yet beendestroyed, andangel sand
spiritual beingshavenot seentheend of
God swisdom and justicein Hisre-
demptionof all Hiscreation.

Onemay ask, what hasthistodowith
thequestion, “IsGodfinishedwithls-
rael?” Haveweforgotten God called
| srael to bethevehiclethroughwhom
Hewouldredeemthenations, andthat
He made an unconditional covenant
withthem promisingtoenablethemto
dothistask? Godsaidlsrael hasarole
toplay inHisgrand purposefor bring-
ing theworld back to perfection. He
said they are to be alight unto the
nations. Will God do what He said?
Will He keep His Word? Hear the
testimony of Scripture.

ConcerningHispromiseof theLand
and a posterity to Jacob, God said,
“...behold, | amwith thee, and will
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keeptheeinall placeswhither thou
goest,andwill bringtheeagaininto
thisland; for | will not leave thee,
until I havedonethat which | have
spoken totheeof.” Gen. 28:15

Balaam, thepaid prophet, wascom-
pelledtosay,“Godisnotaman,that
He should lie; Neither the son of
man, that He should repent: Hath
Hesaid, and shall Henot doit? Or
hath He spoken, and shall He not
makeit good?” Num. 23:19

Concerning God' stakinglsrael into
the promised Land, weread, “...the
LORD delivered all their enemies
into their hand. There failed not
ought of any good thingwhich the
L ORD had spoken untothe house
of I srael; all cametopass.” Josh.21:
44,45

When the Temple was completed
andtheLord sgloryfilledit, Solomon
said, “...Blessed betheLORD God
of Israel, Whohathwith Hishands
fulfilled_that which He spakewith
His mouth to my father David.”2
Chron.6:4

IntheNT, theA postlePaul reminded
saintsof |sragl’ shopethat Godwill do
asHehassaid. Hewrote, “For all the
promises of God in Him are yea,
andinHim Amen,untotheglory of

Bible Explorations is a joint
effort by a group of believers.
Articles submitted are not nec-
essarily the view point of the
group collectively. Free to any-
one uponrequest.

God by us.” 2Cor. 1:20

IsGodfinishedwithlsrael ?Scripture
showsHehasmade promisestothem
that have not yet been kept, but that
they arecertaintobefulfilled, for God
cannot lie. We too, members of the
body of Christ, wait expectantly and
confidently forapromiseGodmadeto
us. Itisthepromiseof “life” that God
madebeforelsrael existed, beforethe
overthrow of theworld, andbeforethe
agesbegan. Paul spokeof thispromise
inhislettertoTitus. Hewrote, | nhope
of eter nal life, which God, that can-
not lie, promised beforetheworld
began.” Tit.1:2

Tolsrael, tous, andto al Hischil-
dren,“Heisfaithful That promised.”
(Heb.10:23)

1. Foundations of Dispensational
Truth, EW.Bullinger; pg.48

2.ibid, pg. 61

3. Berean Expositor Vol. 20, #8,
pg.143
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