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“Fight the good fight of faith, lay
hold on eternal life, whereunto thou
art also called, and hast professed
(homologe® a good profession
(homologig before many witnesses
(martug. | give thee charge in the
sight of God, Who quickeneth all
things, andbeforeChrist Jesus, Who
before Pontius Pilate witnessed
(martureo) a good confession
(homologig; That thou keep this
commandment without spot,
unrebukeable, until the appearing
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1Ti6:12-
14)

Paul, in his two letters to Timothy,
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which passeth knowledge
that ye might be filled with

The Good Confession #1

all the fulness of God Eph 3:19

meaning and seriousness of this urging stood the hope of eternal life that was
by the Apostle Paul. (Seeintroductory promised according to the writings of

notes to the wordistis in the

the prophets. He was well aware of

Englishman’s Greek Concordance and Paul’s letters and ministry during the

the following occurrences: Eph 2:8;
3:12,17; 4:13; 6:16; Php 1:1,25,27,
3:9 (twice); Col 1:23; 2:7,12; 1Ti

1:.2,19;3:9,13;4:1,6;5:8;6:10,12,21,
2Ti2:18;3:8,10;4:7;Tit1:4,13; 2:2;

3:15.) It is used considerably more
timesinhislettersto Timothy and Titus.

Acts period which weredtcording to
the Scriptures’. Now, theirs and the
faith of many others were being tried
concerning thistiope of eternal lifé
that had been hid in God and kept
secretfromthe ages (Eph 3:9).
Furthermore, many were being putto

Werealize his concernwhenwe read of death and the edict for their faithfulness

those whotoncerningthe faithhave
made shipwrecK (1Ti 1:19), that
“some shall depart fromthe faith’

(1Ti4:1), somehad erred fromthe

was to be thrown to the lions. Many
were returning to the truth they knew
during Acts when there was much con-
fusion aboutfaith in Christand the law.
Much of the letter to the Galatians

strongly urged himto be faithfultothat faith” (1Ti 6:10, 21), and there were
which he had been entrusted. They hadthose who had overthrowttie faith addressesthisissue. Timothy and Titus
come a long way together, and Paul of some (2Ti2:18). When Paul spoke both were now confronted with this
was nearing the end of his ministry and of “the faitH inthese letters, he spoke subjectand Paul speaks to this matterin
life. He was concerned that the truth of Christ’s fulness and of the great 1Ti1:6-10, Tit 1:10-16. Perhaps this
thatwas now being forsaken by many, secretconcerning Christasthe head ofaccounts for the fact that at this time

would be leftin good hands.
Pauladmonished Timothy tBight

(agonizomaithe good fight(agon

of the faith”. The Greek words for

the Churchwhichis His body. Thiswas

Nero showed patrtiality to the Jews. He

the truth many had grasped and werewas influenced by his second wife,

now forsaking.
He further urges Timothy tday

fighthere are the words fromwhichin hold on eternal life’. Paul uses this
English we derive, “to agonize” and phrase twice in this context, see 1Ti 11.) We see from Scripture that Paul's
“agony”. This word was used by the 6:19. The Greek word for “lay hold”
Greeksto express a conflict oracom- means to seize by the hands, to over-were Jews. This continued unto the end
petitioninacontestforaprize. ltwasa take. Timothy already possessed eter-of his life.

word associated with self-denial and nal (age abiding) life. Paul exhorts him
muchdiscipline. He knewthat Timothy to embrace the possession that wasnal life” that Paul tells Timothy
would be confronted with a sizable task already his. Buteternallifein Paul'slast “...whereuntothou artalso called,
to carry on this burden of truth andthat letters have a fuller meaning distinct and hast professedhomologed a
fromwhat Johnteachesin his Gospel. It good professior{homologig before
The definite article isused here with has a fuller meaning than what Paul many withessegmartug.” This was

his faith would be challenged.

the word “faith”, i.e. the faith’. A
study of the word faithpistis) with the

wrote about in his first seven letters.

The hope of eternal life here isaccord-

Poppea who was a Jewish proselyte.
(An example of this can be found inthe
writings of JosephugAntig. xx, viij

primary enemies after his conversion

Itis this “good fight” and this ‘eter-

his calling, a“high calling”, a calling to
heavenly places. Paul now reminds

definite article in Paul's lastsevenlet- ingto God’s promise before the ages. Timothy that he had professed a good
ters will help us better understand the (Tit1:2,2Ti1:1,9). Timothy had under-

... continued on back page



The Hopes Of God's People # 13

PARADISE resolved ifwe examine Luke 23:43more what punctuationimplies. Itis nota part
“And one of the malefactorswhich  closely. ofthe original God-breathed Scriptures,
were hanged railed on Him, saying, If we examine Luke 23:43 and the but was added by the authority of hu-

'If Thou be Christ, save Thyselfand  basis there for some doctrines of men, mans whose understanding of Scripture
us." But the other answering re-  wefindthatthese doctrinesrestonatiny was no doubt influenced by their par-

buked him, saying, 'Dost not thou  punctuation mark in that verse. The ticular beliefs.

fear God, seeingthouartinthesame placement of the comnizefore“To One belief, that no doubt influenced

condemnation? And we indeed day”, asitisinthe KJV, connects “To the placement of punctuation, was the
justly; forwereceivetheduereward  day” to the phrase that follows it. It Greeks’ doctrine that souls go either to
of our deeds: but this Man hath  readstherfToday shaltthou be with a place of pleasures or to a place of
done nothing amiss." And he said Meinparadis€’, whichindicatesthat tormentsimmediately atdeath. Thisview
unto Jesus, 'Lord, remember me  onthe very daythe words were spoken, was first adopted by the Pharasees in
when Thou comest into Thy king-  the hearer would be in paradise with Christ’'s day, and later by Christian

dom." And Jesus said unto him, 'Ver-  Christ. churches. Itis still held today by most
ily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou If the comma had been placafier Christians and is based mainly on the
be with Me in paradise.'” (Luke “To day”, ” then “To day” would be  verseinquestion.

23:39-43) connectedtothefirstofthe sentence. It If, in the sentence under consider-

Based onthis Scripture fromthe King would become part of a Hebrew ex- ation, the comma is placedter “To
James’s Version of the Bible, some men pression commonly used to emphasize aday”, then “To day” belongs to the first
teachthat (1) Paradise still existed at the serious statementthat followed. Itwould of the sentence and becomes part of a
time of Christ and exists yet today, (2) read, Verily | say unto thee to day, = commonly used Hebrew expression. It
Paradise can be entered by believersshalt thou be with Me in paradise’ reads, And Jesus said unto him,
immediately atdeathand, (3) Jesusand Both“today”and “thisday”areused Verily | say unto thee today, shalt
the malefactor went to Paradise on the throughout Scripture in expressions to thou be with Me in paradise. Then
very day that they died. emphasize some solemn announcementby His use of the expression, “l say unto

While men teach that Paradise is not We find this the case 42 times in thee today,” Christ was stressing His
future, butitexisted in the time of Christ  Deuteronomy where Israel was admon- sure promise to the malefactor. In addi-
and exists yet today, Scripture reveals ished about God’s commands. In 4:26 tion then, there is no conflict with the
that Paradise was lost to man when we read, ‘1 call heaven and earthto  weight of Scriptural evidence that Christ
Adamsinned. (Gen. 3:23,24) Thereisno witness against youhis day, thatye  died and remained in the grave three
record of its remaking in the ages, but shall soon utterly perishfromoffthe  days and nights. And also, there is not
we do read it will be restored in the land whereunto ye go over Jordan thefalse teachingthatat death believers
future. (2Co12:2-4;Rev.21:1-4;22:1-3) to possessit The translatorsrealized gotosome place of pleasure ortorment.

While men teach that Christwentto that the message here was not thist Today we use expressions forempha-
Paradise that very day He died, Scrip- daytheywould perish. Theyrecognized sis such as the one in Luke 23:43. We
ture tells us plainly that He was dead and the Hebrew expression for emphasis say, “l amtelling you today!”...and we
inthe grave three days and three nights.and therefore placed the comma after continue with some serious statement
(LK. 24:46; Mt. 12:40;) “this day”, emphasizing the horror of that is not confined to the time of “to-

And, though menteach thatthe male- the pronouncement. Also, Deuteronomy day.” Shall we not allow the Hebrews
factor did notreally die and cease to be 8:1 reads, All the commandments  such use of language? Shall we not
conscious, butthathe went consciously which | command theethisday, shall  recognize figures of speech and expres-
to a place of pleasures, the Scripturesye observe to db Had the comma  sions usedinthe Bible?
teachthatdeathis areturnto dust (Gen.been placed before “this day”, as was In conclusion, upon what shall we
3:19); that there is no consciousness indone in Luke 23:43, the meaning of the base our faith? How can we know what
the grave (Eccl. 9:10); that all believers sentence would be drastically changed. is true? Shall we trust in the traditions of
sleepinthe dustto awake attheir resur- It would say that they were to observe men based on human punctuation, or
rections. (1 Thes. 4:14; 1 Cor. 15:6,18) and do the commandment “this day”, shallwe compare Scripture with Scrip-

Whatthen are we to understand from that is, on the day the words were spo- ture and trust the accumulative evi-
Christ's words to the malefactok/ér- ken and not on any other days. dence that we find? Some will say they
ily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou Acloserexamination of men’sbeliefs can not“study” the Word of Godtolearn
be with Me in paradise¢’? How can  about Paradise reveals that they arewhatis true, but if we read prayerfully
we reconcile that statement with the based mainly ontheirunderstanding of and with an honestdesire to know truth,
weight of Scriptural evidence that be- Luke 23:43, with the punctuation ofthe the Holy Spirit will guide us into truth
lievers do notgo anywhere excepttothe KJV. However, since there were no concerning Paradise and all things?
grave at death and that they sleep therepunctuation marks in Scripture (the  For a full explanation of Luke 23:43
until their resurrections? We suggest Greek New Testament) untilaboutthe and its grammatical structure, see the
that the seeming discrepancy may be 9" century after Christ, one can nottrust Companion Bible, Ap. 173

J. Heltzinger




The Lord Stood With Me
“At my firstanswer no man stood died with Christ and are not subjectto on fleshly rituals and holy days, for
with me, but all menforsook me:l worship in flesh. He wrote the thoseordinancesonly pictured Christ
pray Godthat it may not be laid to Philippians, Brethren, be followers ~ and Hiswork. He is the presentreality
their charge. Notwithstanding the  togetherof me,and markthemwhich  and those ordinances are now obso-
Lord stood with me, and strength-  walk so as ye have us for an lete.
ened me” 2 Timothy 4:16-17 ensample. For many walk, of whom “Let no man beguile you of your
Forthe sake ofthe truth, whichisthe | have told you often, and now tell  reward in avoluntary humility and
Mystery God revealed to him for the you even weepinghatthey arehe  worshipping ofangels...notholding
nations, the Apostle Paul endured lone- enemies of the cross of Christ: the Head.(Christ)” (Col. 2:18-19)
liness, degradation, and physical pain. Whose endis destruction, whose  Todaywe may scoff attheideathatwe
Foratime some fellow ministers stood Godis their belly, andwhoseglory might worship angels, but the word
with Paul and the new message, butisintheirshame, whomindearthly ~ rendered “angels” hereis the word also
when persecution and loss came, theythings.” (Php. 3:17-19) Paulwas not rendered “messengers” and can refer
forsook the truth and went back to the merely warning about desires of the toany messenger, menorangels. Ifwe
congregations whose hopewas Israel’s;flesh such as food and sensual plea-follow the traditions of men instead of
theyturned backtothereligionthatwas sures, but more importantly, he was Christ, we may worship (honor) men,
popularinthatday. They turned back warning of those who walkin the de- ratherthan Christ. We mustbe cautious
to meet with those who worshippedin sires of their flesh in their worship of about those who claim to be God’s
fleshly ordinances, ordinancesthat God God. He was warning of those who ministers, forsome may be messengers
had declared obsolete. Theyloved  walk worshipping according to their of Satan, who himselfis called, an
this presentworld(age)’ (2 Tim.4:10).  ownreasoning and notaccording to the angel(messengenf light” (2 Cor.
They forsook Paul and forsook the Word revealed to them. These, Paul 11:14).
message God revealed to him. declared were “enemies” of the cross How canwe avoid being beguiled of
Paul’s life was not an easy one. He of Christ. our reward or being made a spoil by the
was tested and attacked to the very Paul warned young Timothy, who traditions of men? How can we walk
end, but his testimony was, ‘the would carry on the message after his safely and pleasingto God? Ithas been
Lord stood with me”. Likewise, our  death, about persecutions that would said, “The Bible is our guide, our chart,
lives will not be easy ifwe willremain  come for standing in the new truth. He our compass for thislife. Can we imag-
faithful tothe words of God revealedto said, *“..watch thou in all things, ine a captain saying, ‘Well, I know
us in Paul’s prison epistles. We, who endure afflictions, dotheworkofan  there are reefs and shoals and rocks
have heard and believed the secretevangelist, make full proof of thy = marked onthe chart, butwho worries
revealed to Paul concerning the exalta- ministry .” (2 Tim. 4:5) aboutthat?”C.HWelchThe Bible,
tion of Christtothe positionof“Head”  He warned the saints in the assem-our chart, tells us there are spiritual
over allthings everywhere, willbetested blies of Asia abouttemptationstofol- enemiesin our path who never give up
to see if we will hold to thattruth. We lowmen’straditions andtowalkinthe trying to shipwreck our witness for
may sufferloss of friends, family, posi- ordinances that gave the appearance ofChrist. They wishto spoil our testimony
tions, and opportunitiesto “serve” God humility. He said, ‘Beware lestany  that He alone is our Captain, and our
inways thatare approved by men. We, man spoil you through philosophy  portand destinationis to be with Himin
who are counted complete, holy, and and vain deceit, after the tradition heavenly places. We must be alert to
without blame before God because we of men, after the rudiments of the  thewarnings specifically giventouson
are in Christ, will be tempted to com- world, and notafter Christ.”Beware  ourchart, those inthe prison epistles of
promise His finished work. We willbe  of men’sreasonings thatare empty and Paul.
tempted t@dd somethingpthecom-  are not Christ’'s words specificallyto  Inthislife, we may “go withthe flow”
pleteness Christ secured for us. We them. (Col. 2:8) of popular religion, butif we stand for
will be tempted to do some ritual or  “Letno man therefore judge you  thetruth of the mystery, we can expect
“work”and callitawitness of ourfaith. inmeat, orindrink, orinrespectof  persecutionsandloneliness. However,
Paul’s prison epistles containmany an holy day...Which are ashadow itis certainthatatthe end we will say as
warnings about attacks and temptation of things to come, but the bodyre- Pauldid,”..the Lord stood withme”
to succumbto earthly things, toyieldto ality)is of Christ.” (Col. 2:16-17) Do J. Heltzinger
“soulish religion”, to forget we have notallow mento evaluate your position




The Good Confession .cont'd
profession. He had declared openly in reward for faithfulness was to all that
public his allegiance to this truth. To love His appearing.
turn back now would be disastrous. It  Paul now reminds Timothy of the
would “overthrow”, “make shipwreck”  perfect example of agbod confes-
the faith of some and cause manyto “err sion”. He could have mentioned sev-
fromthe truth”. eralaccounts ofthe Lord’s faithfulness

Paul used termsthat were related to while on earth. The temptations by

Bible Explorations is a joint
effort by a group of believers.
Articles submitted are not nec-
essarily the view point of the
group collectively. Free to any-
one upon request.

the Greek games. Words that would Satan were good examples. Or the COUrse. Every Scripture that spoke of
remind Timothy of the dedicationand many times he was challenged by the this momentand up until His last breath
faithfulness required to attain the prize scribes and leaders of Israel and how Were fulfilled. Hiswitness before Pontius
inarace. Paulwould later remind himof he confounded their reasoning by the Pilate was a remarkable accomplish-
his own contest of endurance and how use of the Scriptures. Instead, we read ment.

ofthe Lord’s good confession before
Pontius Pilate at the end of his lifé.
give thee charge inthe sight of God,
Who quickeneth all things, andbe-
fore Christ Jesus, Who before
Pontius Pilate withesse@martureo)

that it was the Lord who was faithful

and delivered him (2Ti3:10,11). And

finally he would remind him that he

himself had faithfully completed hisrace
and that the faithful righteous judge
would keep His word:I'have fought

Inthe remaining articles we will con-
sider His ‘jood confessioh Itis this
good confession that we have for a
witness and example for the truth with
which we have been entrusted.

B. Baghy

agood confessiothomologig; That
thou keepthiscommandment with-
out spot, unrebukeable, until the
appearing of our Lord Jesus
Christ: " (1Ti6:13,14). Itis here that
we see the summation of the Lord’s
and notto me only, butuntoallthem  ministry and faithfulness on earth. We
also that love His appearind. (2Ti read of the precise detail he adhered t
4:7,8). Paul assured Timothy that the that was necessary to complete Hig

(agonizomaia good fight(agon, |
have finished my course, | have
kept the faith: Henceforth there is
laid up for me a crown of righteous-
ness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, shall give me at that day:

Phoenix Spring Conference
The Annual Spring Bible Conferenge
in Phoenix, AZis scheduled for Aprp-
4,2004, at the Glencroft Retiremént
Center, 8711 N 67th Ave., Glendale,
AZ, Basement of Condos. Featured
guest Speaker is Michael Mecikalsk] of
pBoscobel, Wisconsin. Additional infgr-
mationto follow in upcomingissues
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