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The Hopes Of God's People # 8
The Wife, The Bride of the Lamb, 3:18, “..he that believeth not is  Lord likened the creation of Israel to
and The Body of Christ *condemned(judged)already, be-  the birth of ababe to which He gave life
Features Common in Their cause he hath not believed in the and then nourished and brought to
Hopes: Judgment name of the only begotten Son of womanhood. (Ezek.16:4-6) He called

Ifwe presumethat“judgment’means God.” Because they have already been her His Wife, and though she commit-
condemnation, thenwe may tremble at judged, they will notbe resurrectedto tedadultery manytimeswith othergods,
the thought of God’sjudgments. How- judgment; they willremaininthegrave He did not forsake her. Instead she
ever, inthe King James Version ofthe and perish. Psalm49:12, and 14 tells usforsook Him.

Bible, the Greek wordkrino”andits  that man without life from God,."is In Old Testamenttimesthe Lord said
derivativesthatare rendered “to judge, like the beasts that perish.” ...Like to Israel, Surely as awife treacher-
judgment”etc., refersimptpevalua-  sheep they are laid in the grave; ously departeth from her husband,

tion, orassessmernthe conclusionof Death shall feed on thent. so have ye dealttreacherously with
the assessment may be favorable or While there will benofuture judg-  Me, O house of Israel. Jeremiah
unfavorable. ment for those who refused God’s gift 3:20, “Thou hast committed fornica-

Furthermore, God's judgments can of eternal life, therare future judg-  tionwiththe Egyptians...Thou hast
notbe evaluations of our sin or sins, for ments for those who have received played the whore also with the
we readinJohn 1:29 ofttie Lamb of eternal life. They will stand before a Assyrians’ Ezek.16:26,28
God, Which taketh away thesin of righteousjudge, notfor sentencing,but  While Jesus was on earth He said to
the world” By the sacrifice of Himself,  for rewards. We read of crowns, the Jerusalem, O Jerusalem, Jerusa-
Christ took away the sin of the entire prize, recompenses, and reaping whatlem, thou that killest the prophets,
world. No man can be held account- issown. We read of positions of honor and stonest them which are sent
able for what the Son of God took and powers to be earned by faithful unto thee, how often would | have
away. Notice also that His sacrifice servicetothe Lord. gatheredthy childrentogether, even
was sufficient for the sin of thvéhole Inthe paperstofollowwewillcon- as a hen gathereth her chickens
world, not merely for the sin of believ-  siderthe future judgments ofthree fami- under her wings, andye would not?
ers. Thisisreiteratedin 2 Corinthians lies of God, who received eternallife Mt. 23: 37
5:19 where we readGod was in  and who were also called out from  Andfinally, after Jesus’ death, resur-
Christ, reconciling the world unto among His childrento serve Him. These rection and ascension, Israel the Wife,
Himself, not imputing their tres-  are, (1) The Wife (Israel, the nation), still refused to come to Him, and the
passes unto therh. (2) The Bride (faithful overcomers), Apostle Paul declared God’s divorce

Lestwe mislead readers, letus point and (3) The Churchwhichisthe Body of His wife and His decisionto send His
out that, though the sin of the world is of Christ (members out of all nations). Salvation to the nations. God’s mes-
erased, this does not give eternal life to God gave these families positions of sage was, Be it known therefore
all men. However, with sins gone all sonshipand responsibility. He also gave unto you, (Israel) thatthe salvation
men may then come to the Savior and each a message to hear (obey), toof God is sent unto the Gentiles,
receive the gift of eternallife by trusting guard, and to make known. Hiswords (nations) and thatthey will hearit”
inHim. to these families differed. The Lord Acts28:28

Also relevantto our subject, Scrip- holds each family accountable forthe The Lord had created Israel to be a
ture teachesthatthere is no future judg- truth that He has given them. kingdom of priests and teachers of the
ment forthose whoreject God's giftof Judgment Of The Wife Of Jehovah nations. She was to teach the nations
eternallife. They are already judgedby Let us first consider the nation of aboutHim,the One True God, butshe
their own unbelief. We read in John Israel, seenasthe Wife of Jehovah. The ...cont'd on page 4



Paul, in his letter to Titus, “brings to
light” three things: eternal life promised

The Salvation God # 7

writes, “..the grace of God that
bringeth salvation hath appeared to

before age-times, the grace of God that all men”, we ask, is he reconfirming

brings salvation to all men and the
lovingkindness of God our Saviour. In
our last article, we looked at the first of
these. The second thing “brought to
light” and the second pair of Saviour
titles occurs in Titus 2:11-14F6r the
grace of God that bringeth salvation
hath appeared to all men, Teaching
us that, denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live so-
berly, righteously, and godly, in this
present world” (Tit 2:11,12)

what he spoke about during the Acts
period, or is he speaking of something
that was revealed after Acts?

Prophesied Grace, The Gospel Of
The Grace Of God and The Dispen-

sation Of The Grace of God

“Of which salvation the prophets
have enquired and searched dili-
gently, who prophesied of the grace
that should come unto you: Search-
ing what, or what manner of time the
Spirit of Christ which was in them

We have stated that these three thingsdid signify, when it testified before-

have been "brought to light" in this dis-
pensation, after the end of Acts. This
statement will undoubtedly be met with
opposition or perhaps confusion. Eter-
nal life was certainly not a new subject
after Acts. But “eternal life promised

hand the sufferings of Christ, and
the glory that should follow. Unto
whom it was revealed, that not unto
themselves, but unto us, they did
minister the things, which are now
reported unto you by them that have

before age times” was. So, we pose the preached the gospel unto you with

question, is the “grace of God that
bringeth salvation” something "brought
tolight" during Paul’'s Acts ministry oris

this truth part of the revelation of the
mystery given Paul after Acts?

The Greek wordc¢haris’ occurs over
150 times in the New Testament. The
basic meaning of the word is “favor”
and is so translated six timesin the KJV.
A majority of the remaining times it is
translated “grace”. Grace is often de-
scribed as God’s “unmerited favor”. To
state unequivocally that this is the defi-
nition is incorrect. The word is used of
Jesus in His youth in Luke 2:40, 52. We
would certainly be amiss to say that the
“unmerited favor” of God was upon
Him.

The word grace is by no means exclu-
sive to the New Testament. The first
occurrence of the Hebrew equivalent
informs us that :..Noah found grace
(favor) in the eyes of the Lord: (Gen
6:8). The Hebrew wordcheri occurs
approximately 69times. Johnwrote that

the Holy Ghost..” (1Pet 1:10-12) Peter
speaks of salvation that was written in
the prophets and oftlie grace that
should comé. He states that this truth

The “grace of God that brings salva-
tion and has been brought to light to all
men”is associated with the unsearchable
riches of Christ and the dispensation of
the Grace of God given exclusively to
the Apostle Paul.

“For this cause | Paul, the pris-
oner of Jesus Christ for you Gen-
tiles, If ye have heard of the dispen-
sation of the grace of God which is
given me to you-ward: How that by
revelation He made known unto me
the mystery; ...”, (Eph 3:1-3)
“Whereof | was made a minister,
according to the gift of the grace of
God given unto me by the effectual
working of His power. Unto me, who
am less than the least of all saints, is
this grace given, that | should preach
among the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ; And
to make all men see whatis the
fellowship of the mystery, which from
the beginning of the world hath been
hid in God, who created all things by
Jesus Christ!” (Eph 3:7-9)

At the close of Acts, when the hope

was not revealed to the prophets who promised to Israel was set aside, God
recorded it, even though they enquired gave Paul a stewardship. He was en-

and searched diligently for it. Rather, it

trusted with the dispensation(stew-

was revealed to those at that presentardship)of the Grace of God. Under

time who were preaching the gospel .
Itis important to distinguish between

this stewardship, grace is offered freely
to all men apart from the promises made

salvation that was prophesied and sal- to Abraham and his seed. This is what
vation that was kept secret before age was "broughtto light" that Paul mentions
times. Itis also important to distinguish in his letter to Titus. Not only is this truth
between grace that was prophesied andbrought to light to mankind, but princi-
grace that was hidden from the ages, palities and powers in heavenly places
untraceable and broughtto lightby Paul’'s are made privy to the manifold wisdom
post-Acts ministry. Although "grace"is of God. (Eph 3:10)

"grace", there is a difference inthe way  This grace is our teacher.. " teach-

in which it was administered. The grace ing us that, denying ungodliness and
that Peter speaks of that was proph- worldly lusts, we should live so-
esied is the same grace that Paul speakderly, righteously, and godly, in this
about during the Acts and calls the presentworld(age)” (Tit2:12) Itis an
“gospel of the grace of Gad(Acts understanding of the depths of the riches
20:24). It is the same grace that he of this grace that allows our new man to
speaks about in his letters during this overcome ungodliness and worldly lusts,

true grace came by Jesus Christ andperiod to the Romans, Corinthians, andwalkworthy of the calling by which

that grace was in place of gracént
of His fulness have all we received,
and grace for (Gr., anti, in place of)
grace. For the law was given by
Moses, but grace and truth (true
grace)came by Jesus Christ. (John
1:16,17)

“Grace” is “grace”. So, when Paul

Thessalonians and Galatians. This gracewe are called.

is associated with promises made to As we noted previously, there are
Abraham and Gentiles who would come three pairs of Saviour titles in the letter
to asaving knowledge of Christthrough to Titus. It is interesting to note that in
the confirmation of covenants written this passage, we read the title “God our
by Old Testament prophets. This grace Saviour” used in the context of servants
is associated with a hope on earth and aor slaves. Exhort servants to be
New Jerusalem. obedient unto their own masters,



The Salvation God

andto pleasethemwell in all things;
not answering again; Not purloin-
ing, but shewing all good fidelity;
that they may adorn the doctrine of
God our Saviour in all things. (Tit
2:9,10)

Nowhere in the Gospels and the writ-

...cont'd

Jesus in Phil 2:7 where we read that He as the “appearing of the glory”. This is

“...took upon Him the form of a
servant...” So when we see the Sav-
iour title “God our Saviour” used with
instructions to slaves, we marvel at the
magnitude of this remarkable..grace
that bringeth salvation” that “*hath

ings of the Apostles do we read of any appeared to all meri. We can under-

objection to the slave society in which stand the importance of this abundant

they lived. The Lord Himself spoke

grace inthe words of Col 3:10,1%rid

several parables using this Greek term have put on the newman, which is

doulostranslated servant. Many who

renewed in knowledge after the im-

were slaves were so because they owedage of Him that created him: Where
a great debt and were not able to repaythere is neither Greek nor Jew,

it. (See the parable of the unforgiving
servant in Matt 19:22-35.)
Paul is the only writer who gives

circumcision nor uncircumcision,
Barbarian, Scythian, bond (doulog
nor free: but Christ isall, and in all.”

instructions to slaves as well as masters This grace not only allows Gentiles ac-
(slave-owners) and those passages oc-cess to the title “God our Saviour, but

significant in that it speaks of the glory
that is associated with God'’s presence
and heavenly places. This is the glory
that the Lord mentions in His prayer in
John 17:5, the glory He had with the
Father before creation, before the ages,
before thekosmos“And now, O Fa-
ther, glorify Thou Me with Thine
own Self with the glory which | had
with Thee before the world(kosmo}
was’ When Paulintroduces the hope of
Christ’s calling and therfches of the
glory of His inheritance in the saints
(holy of holies)” in Eph 1:18, it is no
wonder that Paul’'s prayer for the church
is addressed to thé-ather of glory”,

the only place this title is used in Scrip-
ture. (Eph 1:17) This glory is the hope of

cur in his last seven letters. When Paul makes no distinction between free men
wrote his last seven letters, Roman law and slaves.

provided a certain level of freedomand  We find the “Christ Jesus” Saviour
protection for slaves. In many cases, title in Tit 2:13,14: Looking for that
slaves lived better lives than free labor- blessed hope, and the glorious ap-
ers. In Eph 6:5, Col 3:22, 1Ti 6:1 and pearing (appearing of the glorygf the
Titus 2:9, Paul instructs slaves to be great God and our Saviour Jesus
obedient to their masters. The Greek Christ; Who gave Himself for us,
word doulos is the same word Paul that He might redeem us from all
used several times in describing his and iniquity, and purify unto Himself a
several of his companion’s relationship peculiar people, zealous of good
with Christ as “servants of Christ”. Itis works.” The ASV and RSV recognize
the same term that is used of Christ the translation of the glorious appearing

the church which is His bodyWhen
Christ, Who isour life, shall appear,

glory.” (Col 3:4)

and calleduswith an holy calling, not
according to our works, but according
to His own purpose andgrace, which

ages)'(2Ti1:9)

then shall ye also appear with Him in

It is in this grace that we rejoice and
have our calling: Who hath saved us,

was given us in Christ Jesus before
the world began(before the times of the

B. Bagby

Is The New In The OIld?
Recently, ata symposium on the preservation of the Bible, the speaker referred to the teaching of the late Henr|
aBibleteacherwell knownin California. She was quoted as saying, “The Old (Testament) was the New (Testament
and the New wasthe Old revealed.” But, is this entirely trugltlee New Testamentin the Old Testament?
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We asked the speakerif he had considered Paul’s claim to having received a revelation from God that was not hidde

Old Testament. Had he noticed that Paul said the revelation he receivedevaystery(secretyvhich hath been hid from
ages and from generations, butow (emphatic)s made manifest to His saint¥ (Col.1: 26). Paul said that this mystg
was, the unsearchablduntraceablajches of Christ,” and thatit wasliid in God,” not hidden in the writings of the prophe
(Eph.3: 8,9) Paul also said that this mystery was given to tarfiu/fill (completejhe word of God.” (Col.1: 25,26)

Indeed, the Oldis seenrevealed inthe Gospels, inthe Book of Acts, and in the epistles written during the yearg
history. However, after that, about AD 64, we find a message unheard of before. In Paul’s last seven epistles writte
we learn that the ascended Christ has been exalted to a position never before revealed. He has been mac
principalities, powers, and all beings everywhere. And He is the Head of the church which is His body. This churg
be a family of saints out of all nations; saints who are equally blessed and who have equal inheritances above all
previous years, Gentiles were grafted into Israel’'s hope and blessings, and were unequal in position and privilege.
3-5 and chapter 11)

During the years of Acts, Paul and others preached mysteries hiddesanifitares of the prophet$ (Romans16: 25,26
but after the Jews'’ final rejection of the Messiah (Christ) and their refusal of the “hope of Israel,” then God sentidis
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(Christ) tothe Gentiles. (Acts 28: 24-28) Itis after this pronouncement that we read of the mystery that was hid in Gc

revealed to Paul for us Gentiles.
Isthe Old Testamentthe New concealed and the New Testamentthe Old revealed? Search and see. Youmay di
and inheritance in the New Testament not revealed in the Old. J.Heltz
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Hopes # 8...cont'd
was unwilling to fulfill His purpose for  years were finished: Rev. 20:5
her. Thoughthere was always afaithful Whenthose thousand years are fin-
remnantin Israelwholongedto fulfill ished, the restoflsrael’s saintswill rise
God’s purpose, the nation as a whole to stand before God. Before a great
did not. Asaresult, the Lord putaway white throne their “works” will be as-
Israel, His wife. He divorced herand sessed. We read,.:the dead were
the marital bond betweenthemwas cut. judged out of those things which
Because of her unfaithfulness, the were written in the books, accord-  grace in His kindness toward us
nation of Israel did not receive the ing to their works.” (Rev.20: 12)  through ChristJesus’ (Eph. 2:7)
kingdom and blessing that God longed These are evaluated before a pure Inthe agestocome lIsrael, Jehovah's
to give to her. Nevertheless, she will (white)throne. They have “works”that wife, will be with Him in their earthly
rise inthe future to be with Himas His meritassessment. Only God’s children inheritance. They will be rewarded ac-
restored Wife. God will keep Hisun- rise, only God’s servants have “works” cording to their works and will surely
conditional covenantwithher.Weread that may be judged. say, “...In Thy presence is fullness
His words to her, Nevertheless | Scripture speaks of “agesto come.” of joy; At Thy right hand there are
will remember My covenant with Ittellsusthatthe Lordasan “eternal  pleasures for evermor€’.Ps. 16:11
thee... AndlwillestablishMycov-  purpose,” literally a “purpose of the  *Inthis case, because the outcome of
enantwiththee;andthoushaltknow ages” that He made in Christ Jesus. the evaluation is known to be unfavor-
thatlamthe Lord.” Ezek.16:60,62 (Eph.3:10) The purposes of Godinthe able, the translators used the word “con-
The Lord (Jehovah) willrestore Is- ages to come are not revealed. Only demned” for the Greek word normally
raelas HiswifewhenHe hasraisdld  glimpses ofthose ages are seenin thatranslated “judged.”
the dead saints of Israel. Not until the some will reign on earth for ever and J. Heltzinger
“faithful martyrs” of Israel have been ever (tothe ages ofthe ages). And, we Correction:
raised and have reigned 1000 years,members ofthe Churchthatis Christ's The Last i.ssue of Bible Exploratiofs
willthe restof Israel beraised. Itissaid body have a place in the heavenlies, . P
of them, Butthe rest of the dead “Thatinthe agestocome He might was incorrectly labeled as Volume 35
lived not again until the thousand ~ shew the exceeding riches of His| 2ndshouldhave beenlabeledVolume
16. We apologize for any confusion

Bible Explorations is a joint
effort by a group of believers.
Articles submitted are not nec-
essarily the view point of the
group collectively. Free to any-
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