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To Complete The Word Of God, Colossians 1:25

Thereis a post-Acts dispensational getherinthe perfect Christallthingsin pletein Christ”. (Col.2:10) Allare made
ministry given through the Apostle Paul the heavens, and uponthe earth, inHim.“prepared” Col. 1:12, and are jointly-
thatcompletes andfillsfullthe Word of (Eph. 1:9, 10) An adjunctto the Dis- seated with Christ, Eph.2:6.
God. pensation of Grace to all people, TheMysterywasGod'soriginal pur-

Thisfinal ministry completesthewhole Eph.3:2, is the mystery of Christ, a pose, antedating Israel, Abraham, or
canon of Scripture. This was done by settingforth ofthe perfections of Christ's  the Old and New Covenants. Itreaches
an inspired apostle, not by an unin- personinrelationshiptoHis Body,and back before the dawn of time and
spired church council meeting centuries that as a projection of whatis in store stretches forth into all the on-coming
later. This many-faceted ministry of Paul forall. Christ’s various modes of being ages and their generations. No hintis
(contained in Eph./Col.) brings forth are developed in the Colossian letter given of its interruption, termination or
and makes operational those hitherto with Christfilling fullthe Body of Christ  any other program taking priority over
secret purposes of God, those thatWwith Himself. (Col. 1:27; Eph. 1:23) itastotime, place orrank. Thereisno
awaited the right and opportune time Thereis arevealing and areleasing of intimation anywhere in the Word of
for their revelation. The purpose ofthe the untrackable riches of Christ, this God thatthis Mystery ministry of Paul's
ages pastas well as the substance of théaving been heretofore hidden away is, was, or ever will be a parenthesis
on-coming ages was now made known. from all ages of time, and from all withinthe framework of Israel's hope.
ltis the capstone of the revealed willof generations, Col. 1:26. This Thisgrace, fulness, and Christorien-
God, and the most sublime of all God’s unprophecied and non-Jewish uncov- tated dispensational programis not a
revelations in respect to Himself, the enanted program is without temple, substitute until something betterisre-
Lord Jesus Christ, and of all that is priestcraft, ritual or ordinances. Itexists vealed. This is the very best that God
relatedto andin Christ. within the framework of the Spirit’'s has everrevealed.

The secret of the Father’s heart's Unityin Eph.4,aoneness made by God R.H.Schaefer
desire isto head-up, sum-up, compre- andinwhich there is noexcommunica- (Reprinted from Scripture Research
hend under one Head, and gather to-tion and in which all are made “com- Vol 3, No. 3, June, 1985)

Israel Tour

On August 19, six from the Bible Explorations fellowship, Barney and Philip Bagby, their sister Priscilla Monohan, Bren
and Drew Cottrell, and Jean Heltzinger joined twenty-four other Christians for a tour of Israel for one week.
Itwas called a “solidarity” tour, arranged by Israeli Tourism, by El Al Airlines and a tour company, for pastors angd lea
of Christian ministries. The intentwas that we might see thatitis safe to travelin Israel and then influence othéngte fome
Because of terrorism, Israel’s number one source ofincome, tourism, has fallen to less than half its usual numbefs. S
luxurious hotels are empty and those employed in jobs related to tourism are without work. Arab terrorismis doingto Is
economy what scud missiles did notdo. Indeed, we did find it quite safe in Israel.
But, what made this tour unforgettable was the unity among the thirty members and the doors of utterance that were «
before the six of us. We had many opportunities to speak the truth concerning Christin His present glory and to make |
God’s purpose for today. We were a multi-colored and multi-doctrined group. Twenty of our members were fromcour
of South Africa. There were two black ministers, one a speakerin demand atinternational Christian meetings. Theramjas at
minister with his wife, a Catholic priest, and some from several other denominations. Each had a story to tell abouéhow il
of hindrances the way was cleared for them to come on this tour. Though we were a variegated lot, there was a §inity
The six of us arrived home exhausted but rejoicing that the Lord had blessed us beyond our greatest expectatipns.’
that He had gone before us, opening doors of utterance and He had given us words to speak of Him and His calling.|We
that, though we emphasize the Lord being risen, ascended, glorious, with all things under His feet, we must read tla@gospe
now and see how He laid His glory aside to die for us.




The Salvation God #2
Inarticle #1, we noted thatthe word blessed. So then they which be of faith

“salvation” occurs 45 timesasanoun are blessed with faithful Abraham”
and onlyfourtimesasanadjectiveinthe (Gal 3:7-9) In verse 14 he addshat
New Testament. In Acts 28:28, the the blessing of Abraham might come
adjectiveis used. (It should be pointed on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ;
outthatin some cases, the adjective isthat we might receive the promise of
used as a noun.) Itis not our intent to the Spiritthroughfaith..." andinverses
spend time dealing with the grammati- 16-18,"Now to Abraham and his seed
cal differences. We desire onlytocall were the promises made. He saith
attention to the factthatthe Holy Spirit, not, “And to seeds”, as of many; but
through the pen of Luke, chose the as of one, “And to thy seed”, Which is
adjective forareason. The pointthatis Christ. And this | say, that the cov-
being made by the Holy Spiritisthatit enant, that was confirmed before of
isnotmerely “salvation”thatwasbeing God in Christ, the law, which was four
senttothe Gentiles, butthat“The Sal- hundred and thirty years after, cannot
vation God”, i.e. “The God of Salva- disannul, thatit should make the prom-
tion” was being senttothe Gentiles. So, ise of none effect. For if the inherit-
whatisthe difference? Forthefirsttime ance be of the law, it is no more of
sincethe call of Abram, salvationasthe promise: but God gaveit to Abraham
person of God was made available bypromise...".Paul concludes saying,
directly to the nationgpart from  "And if ye be Christ's, then are ye
Abraham. Abraham’s seed, and heirs according
Barnabas and Paul were separatedto the promise’
foraspecificworkinActs 13:2. Ittook  While there is atremendous amount
themto Paphos andinto Galatia and is of wonderful truth in these versesto be

be a kingdom of priests to bring the
gospel of salvation to the nations. How-
ever, we read in Romans 11:11 that
salvation had come unto the Gentiles
because of Israel's fall and for the pur-
pose of provoking them to jealousy.
Scripture was fulfilled in spite of Israel's
unbelief. From the time of the call of
Abram until the end of Acts which
includes most of Genesis through the
gospels, the epistles of the Apostles
and the first seven epistles of Paul,
never do we read that the “God of
salvation” was sentdirectly tothe Gen-
tile apartfromthese promises.

In Acts 28:28, for the firsttime, the
proclamation is made that the nations
would now have accessto the “God of
salvation” apart from Abraham’s
seedline, apartfrom prophesy and apart
from any covenant. The Holy Spirit
further confirms the uniqueness of this
proclamation by including Paul’'s quo-
tation of Isaiah 6:9,10. For the third
timein Scripture (three being the num-

often called hisfirstmissionary journey. considered, our space is limited to the ber of completion), this verse is quoted

Thatwork was “fulfilled” (completed) following points:

asnotedinActs 14:26.ltwastothese 1) The truth concerning Christ was
Galatiansthat Paulwrote hisfirstepistle. according to the promise made to
They had heard the gospel of the graceAbraham (writtenin OT Scriptures and
of Godinthat;...amanisnotjustified  prohesied).

in connection with Israel’s unbelief.
Here, for the lasttime, is the record of
theirfinal rejection of their Messiah.
Itis after this proclamation that “the
mystery” is revealed to Paul. He ex-

by the works of the law, but by the faith
of Jesus Christ, even we have be-
lieved in Jesus Christ, that we might
be justified by the faith of Christ, and
not by the works of the law: for by the
works of the law shall no flesh be

2) God would justify the Gentiles pounds this secret (mystery)in Ephe-
through faith according tothe promise siansand Colossians. This mysterywas
made to Abraham (writtenin OT Scrip- “hidden from the ages in God” (Eph
tures and prohesied). 3:9, Col 1:26). This mystery is not

3) This truth concerning Christwas dependent upon a promise made to
associated with a covenant made to Abrahamnorisittraceable (Eph 3:8)in
Abraham (writtenin OT Scripturesand the Old Testament, the Gospels or any

justified.” (Gal 2:16) Itis evident from
chapter one thatthere were those whoprohesied).
had pervertedthe gospeland convinced 4) The nations are blessed with faith-
the Galatian believers otherwise. Paul ful Abraham and all those who are
reminds them that the gospel that he Christ'sare “Abraham’s seed” and heirs
preached, was not of man, nor had it accordingtothe promise (writteninOT
been taught to him, but rather, he re- Scriptures and prohesied).
ceived it by the revelation of Jesus Itis clear that the truth concerning
Christ. salvation and justification by faith,
Atfter further testifying of hiscreden- whether it be Jew or Gentile, was ac-
tials, Paulmakes clear the source of this cording to promise and covenants (writ-
gospel: Know ye therefore thatthey ~ tenin OT Scriptures and prohesied).
which are of faith, the same are the  Salvation forthe Gentiles was depen-
children of Abraham. And the Scrip- dentuponthe fulfillment of these prom-
ture, foreseeing that God would jus-
tify the heathenthrough faith, preached
before the gospel unto Abrahamsay-
ing, “In thee shall all nations be

Abraham. The Jew was always first.
(Rom 1:16) Itwas Israel’s position to

writing recorded during the Acts pe-
riod. It attests to the wonderful truth
thatwas in God’s mind before the ages,
“...whom God would make known what
is the riches of the glory of this mys-
tery among the Gentiles; which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col
1:27)

With this new revelation, we read of
a new administration, a new hope, a
new calling, anew destinationin resur-
rection, anewmanandanew walk. But
more so, we read of God in His fulness,

ises. The Gentile’s hope during the Acts the full revelation of Himselfto mankind
period was never apart from the seed of and to principalities and powers.

B. Baghy




A Study In The Book Of Ephesians
Lesson 8, Chapter 6

Read vs.1-9 176. For what reason are we wres- b. Why might he feela need for such
162. Why should childrenobey their tling? Eph.3:8,9;6:19;2Tim.1:13,14 prayer?

parents? Vs 1-3; Col.3: 20 177.a. Listthe partsto God'sarmor  187. Paul sent Tychicus to whom?
163. Whatisthefather'sresponsibil- foundinverses13-17. V22;Eph.1:1

ity to his children?V 4; Col: 3:21 b. Whatis significantaboutthenum-  188. What was Paul’s attitude to-
164. Whatisthe difference between ber of pieces? ward saintsindistantplaces? Vs 21-23

whatis asked of childrenand servants 178.a. Whywasitnecessarytogird 189. With what benediction does
and whatis asked of wives? Eph. 5:22; up ones clothing for conflictin Bible Paul close his letters?V 24; Col. 4:18;
6:1,5 times? 1Tim.6:21;2Tim. 4:22

165. Inwhatmanner shouldservants b. Truth is to be our girdle today.  190.a. What are the gifts to us men-
do their jobs? Vs 5-8 How does truth aid us in our spiritual tionedinverses 23,24 andinchapter 1

166.a. Why should masters take care conflict as the girdle aided in the physi- verse 27?
howtheyrule?V.9 cal conflict? See also 1Pet.1: 13 b. From Whom are these gifts?

b. In today’s world, who could be  c. Who let this part of their armor ~ 191. In summary, we read in
called servants and who could be called drop and was deceived? Gen. 3:1-6 Ephesians of the great Mystery that

masters? 1Tim.2:14 God revealed to Paul while he was a
Read 10- 18 179.a. A breastplate covered what prisoner in Rome. What things were
167.a. Listthe three differentwords vitalhumanorgan? new in that revelation that never had

in verse 10 that speak of some sortof b. Whatdoes the breastplate of righ- been told before? Fill in the blanks

power. teousness doforus? below.
b. What does each word mean? 180.a. Why is it necessary that the a.Eph.1:3 bless-

168.a. Inverse 10 “strong” should feetbe properlyfitted outforaconflict? ings
be rendered “be strengthened.” What b. Whatisitinthatareathat properlyfits b.“1:3 blessings located __
then can aone do of himselfto be strong us out for spiritual warfare? V 15
inspiritual battle? c. Whatgospel of peaceis Paulrefer- c¢.“1:4 chosen when,
b. Where is our strength to be found? ring to here? Vs 19,20 . .
169. Whatare we admonishedtodo d. Whatcompanyinapreviousdis- d.“1:21 Christ's new position ____

inverses 11 and 13? pensation was told good news of peace
170.a. Why do we need God’s Ar- theywillenjoyin
mor? the future? Isa. 52: 6,7
b. Why is the WHOLE armor 181.Isitourfaithor Christ'sfaiththat  e.“1:22 Christ’'s newtitle
needed? shields us from the fiery darts of the  .“1:23,24 name given this new com-
c. Why is there no armour for the wickedone? Gal. 2:16,20;Lam. 3:23 pany of believers L
back? 182.a. Ahelmetcoverswhat part of
171.Inverse 11 “wiles”isatransla- the body? g. “2: 4-6 position of this company
tion of the Greek word, “strategem.”  b. How does this picture the protec-
Whatdoes this tell us about the attackstion our Salvation/God provides?
ofthe enemy? Read 18- 24 h.“2: 15 new unity
172.Though spiritualenemiesattack  183. When, how, and where are we
us, we are notto fight. topray? V 18: Philippians 4:6 192.a.Why can we say that this mys-

a.Whatisour conflictcalled?V12  184.a. Whatare wetodoinaddition tery concernsus? Eph.3:1
b. Instead of fighting, whatareweto to praying? V 18; Col. 4: 2; See also  b. Whatare we todointhankfulness

do? Vs 11,13,14 Mark 14:38 for the position we have been givenin
173.a. Withwhomdowewrestle?V  b. Whyisthisimportantalso? Christ? Eph.1:12; &4:1-3

12 185.a. For whom are we to pray? Thislessoncompletesthe study ofthe
b. Withwhom dowe NOT wrestle? V18 book of Ephesians. The entire course
174.Whendowe wrestle, inthislife ~ b. What should be our prayer for can be ordered from: Arizona Book

orinthe life tocome? them? Eph. 1:17-19; Col. 1:9-11 Outlet, 1156 E. King Ave., Phoenix,

175. Where dowe wrestle, onearth  186.a. What was Paul’'s prayer re- AZ 85022.
orin heavenly places? See Ap. 3 questfor himself? Vs 19,20 J. Heltzinger



The Hopes Of God's People #1
“HOPE”, ITSUSAGE AND "For we are saved by hope: but
SIGNIFICANCE" hope that is seen is not hope: for
In the King James Version of the what a man seeth, why doth he yet
Bible “hope” is the translation of the hope for? Butif we hope for that we
Greek word “elpis.” This nounis not see not, then do we with patience
used of an uncertain future, but of the waitforit.”
confidentexpectation ofgood. Itisthe  Paulalsowrotein Romans 4:17,18 of
anticipation of a pleasant future as rep- Abraham'’s hope showing that hope to be offered to the nation but they
resented inthe “hope chests” of unmar- looksto afuture fulfillment. Speakingof rejected it. The book closes with the
ried young ladies. Hope may be called Abraham’s hope we reats it is ~ endof God's offer of Israel’s hope and
a“sweet expectation.” Hope is unseen, written, ‘ have made thee afather ~ the beginning of a new hope that God
itis future, anditis pleasant. of many nations’ before HimWhom  had kept secret. Paul revealed that
*Hope (elpis) is used a total of 54 he believed, even God, Who hopefullylaterinhis prisonepistles.
timesinthe New Testament. Itisused quickeneth the dead, and calleth Forty-two is 6x7. Six denotes man
eight times by Luke, three times by those things which be notasthough andsevendenotes spiritual perfection.
Peter, one time by John, and 42 timesthey were. Who against hope be- Sevenisthe seal of God upon His Word
by Paul. lieved in hope, that he might be- and works. Surely, in Paul’'s use of
ltis of interest to note thatwhile John come the father of many nationg.  hope 42times (6x7), God has put His
uses this word once in an epistle to Abraham was given the hope of a son seal of approval upon Paul’s writings
saints, itis absentfrom his Gospel. Johnwhen he was 75 years old and without concerning the hopes of man. Sevenis
wrote his Gospel to the dyingworldto ason. 25years later, when he was 100the period of gestation in man, and in
show them the way of eternal life. He years old, this hope was. realized in Paul'sepistleswereadthatman, (God’s
wrote his epistles to saints who already Isaac. (Gen.21:5) people), has a period of waiting for his
had eternal life. The word hope which ~ *Numbers are significantin Scripture hope. The Church which is Christ's
we are considering is reserved for use and we see this in the number of times body is hidden in Christ, hiddeninthe
concerning those who have eternal life, eachwriter usedthisword hopépi9. ~ womb asitwere, until their being born
and in addition have been chosenand Three denotes completeness. Peterffomabove (resurrection) and their hope
called out by God to an adoption or usedhopethree times when all was isrealized. (Col.3:4)
sonship. ready and complete for the hope of Thetotal number oftimes this word
Since Paul speakslbpefar more  Israel to be realized. occurs is 54 or 6x9. Six denotes man
than other writers do, we can expect The number eight denotes the end of and nine denotes finality. Does not this
him to tell us most about hope and those something and anew beginning. Luke tell us that man’s finality, his Devine
towhomitapplies. Andindeeditishe used hope eighttimes, allinthe book of completeness, is realized in his hope?

Bible Explorations is a joint
effort by a group of believers.
Articles submitted are not nec-
essarily the view point of the
group collectively. Free to any-
one upon request.

who tells us in Romans 8:24,25 that Acts. He showed that after Christ's J. Heltzinger
hope is future and unseen. ascension, the hope of Israel continued
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