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A Study In The B

...to know the love of Christ
which passeth knowledge

that ye might be filled with

all the fulness of God Eph 3:19

ook Of Ephesians

Lesson 3: Chapter 1 continued
31 Verses 1through 19 speak of the position and blessinggs1: 9,22,23 Explain your answer.
thatthe Father planned for members of the Church which i88. These saints had heard the good news of their “salvation.
the Body of Christ. For example, in 1:1 we are said to be “|n”Salvation means deliverance out from or deliverance into

Christ. “In” here carries the meaninginfandremaining

something or place. Theirrecentdeliverance was unto wha

within. Thus we have a secure position in Him. In the positionand realm? Vs 1-5
following verses what more do we have, “in Christ,” “bly 39. Verse 13 speaks of a promise.
Him,”“through Him” etc.?: 1:3-7; 1:9-11;1:13,14; 1:18,19 a. Whatwas promised? 2 Tim.1:1; Tit.1: 2; Eph.3: 6

32. Although the happenings in this world appear with
directionand control, whatdoes verse 11 and chapter 3v
11tellus?
33. Is the inheritance mentioned in verse 11 said to b
reward we may or may not gain, or is it a gift given to
because we are in Christ, members of His body?
34.Inverse 14, the Greek word, “peripoiesis,”is render
“purchased possession.” Itis made up of two words cg
bined, “peri” (around) and “poiesis” (lam). We are said
be God's “purchased possession.” We are literally$3bd
am around” people. He is around us even as a circle 1
totally surround a dot.

a.Fromthis what can we understand about our relationg
to God?

b.InTit.2: 14 “peripoiesis”is translated “peculiar people
In this verse what is God'’s purpose for surrounding
members of the Body of Christ?

c.Inthe Septuagent, (Greek Old Testament) “peripoies
isrendered “jewels” (Malachi 3:17) and “peculiar treasur

utb. Forwhom was this promise made? Eph.1:1; 3:1,6
erse Whenwas this promise made? Tit.1: 2; Eph.1: 4
40.a While in prison, what had Paul heard about these to
e avhom he writes? V 15
s b. Whatwill he write about some of them afew years later?
2Tim.1:15
ed41. What example did Paul set for us in versel6 and in
m-Philippians 1:3,4; 4:6 and Col.4: 2,3?
to 42.a. What was the first thing that Paul prayed for these
saints? V17
hayb. Why was there need for this?
43.a.Whatwas the second thing he prayed for them? V18
hipb. Why was this needful for them?
44.a.What was the third thing he prayed for them? V19
. Why would this be a necessity forthem asitis for us?
of45. Paul prayed that members of the Churchwhichis Christ’s
Body would knowthe power that raised Christfrom the dead,
is'thattook himthroughthe heavens, andto afurtherrealm. The
£” realm to which He ascended is called what? Vv 20

(Exodus 19:5). How did this carry the same idea concerningt6.a.What position and rule was given to Christthere? Vs

God’sview of Israel?
35. What response does God expect from those whom
has so greatly engraced?Vsl12, 14
36. Aseal onaletter or property denotes the identificatior
the owner and marks the security of that objectand its g
delivery untoitsintended destination. Why can we be cert

20-22
Heb. What had those of Israel’s purpose known about the
extent of Christ's future rule? Ps.2: 6-9; Rev. 11:15
of47.a.Whatwasto be Christ'stitle in hisrelationship to Israel?
aféit. 2:2
ain b. What s Christ’s title in his relationship to the Church

of our resurrection and of our inheritance? Vs 13,14
37.Inverses 12 and 13, Paul speaks of his and others’

whichis hisBody?V 22
rugi8.a.How are Christ’s relationships to the Church whichis

in Christ. Is he referring to his own experience on theHis Body like those of the human head to its body?
Damascusroad 27 years earlierand to their trustin Chrigtag. Who, in addition to the Body of Christ, can claim this
Israels Messiah and King, or is he be speaking of their newrelationship to Him? Eph. 1:10; Col.2: 10

faith; their trustin Christas Head over the Church of Gentilgs?




The Question Of Predestination And Rightly Dividing The Word #4

Rightly Dividing boundaries. Again, the “Law” (ftowhich  which shall divide the land unto

The Greek wordorthotomeo  Christconstantly referred)asgivenin you: Eleazarthe priest, and Joshua
(Strong’s 3718 Greek) occurs only the Pentateuch (the Torah)is anotherthe son of Nun. And ye shall take
once in the New Testament — in 2 setoflimits orboundaries. We aretold one prince of every tribe, to divide
Timothy 2:15, where we are asked to thatthese boundaries or limits are not the land by inheritance.." and Num-
“rightly divide” the Word oftruth. The  limits or boundaries for us either. To bers 34: 29" These are they whom
meaning givenis “tomake a straight cut, beginwith, these two facts should alert the Lord commanded to divide the
todissect (expound) correctly (the di- ustothe factthatthere must be some-inheritance unto the children of Is-
vine message)”. The word thingdifferentforus,adifferentsetof raelinthelandof Canaan'
orthotomountarorthotomeds made  limits, differentboundaries, anotherin-  Interestingly enough, the word
up of the two concepts ofiithos(= heritance. Nachalah(Strong’s 5159 Heb) actu-
right)andemng=to cut). Theclosest  Infollowingthroughtheideaofinher- allymeans“inheritance”! Itcomesfrom
Hebrew equivalent for this conceptis itance and boundaries, we began alsothe wordnachaland is “prop. some-
yashailStrong’'s 3474 Hebrewyhich  tolook at other Old Testamentwords thing inherited, i.e. occupancy, or an
also has a similar meaning of “to be (i.e. other tharorthotomee - Gr.; heirloom; gen. anestate, patrimony or
straight or even; right, pleasant, pros- yashar - Hebjor the concept of “di-  portion: - heritage, to inherit, inherit-
perous, direct, fit, seem good, please vide” and “division”. The Hebrewterm ance, possession”. There are innumer-
well, righton, straightway, be upright, nachal(Strong’s 5157 Hebrew)isan able references for this under the word
or be uprightly”. The Septuagint con- unusualword. Itistranslated “divide”, ‘“inheritance”in Strong’s concordance.
cordance shows that the same word“divided”in English. Inactualfactitis The Greek equivalent(s) are,
(orthotomee [Gr] = yashar [Heb]) differentfrom many otherwordsalso kleronomed= heirship, i.e. a patri-
occurs also in Proverbs 3:6 and Prov- translated “divide”. Themeaningisgiven mony or a possession: - inheritance),
erbs 11:5whichread asfollow$rust as“toinherit, orto occupy; divide, have andkleroo(=toallot, i.e.fig.to assign
inthe Lord with all thine heart, And (inheritance), take as an heritage”. aprivilege: obtainaninheritance).
lean notuntothine ownunderstand-  Nachalrefers specifically to division In summary, our English word “pre-
ing: In all they ways acknowledge for the purpose of distribution of an destination” comes from Hebrew and
Him And He shall direct (= rightly inheritance and word usage clearly in- Greek words whichindicate the setting
divide)thy paths. ...Therighteous-  dicatesthiswhereitisused —anditis oflimits or boundaries with reference to

ness of the perfect shall direc{= oftenaccompanied by the word“inher- inheritance. As members of the Body
rightly divide)hisway: Butthewicked  itance”.Itisawordthatreally cannotbe of Christ, we have been assigned a
shall fall by his own wickedness. translated into English because there isunique set of boundaries/limits from
And how do we rightly divide or noequivalent. other callings (oekklesia. Although
“make the right cut™? To get a better flavor for the word we do not find any direct correlation

For one thing, we need to acknowl- nachal look at Deuteronomy 32:8 betweenthe Greek and Hebrew words
edge the limits or bounds set for us— which we had quoted earlier with re- for“predestination” and “rightly divid-
and our functions and activities gard to “bounds”: When the Most  ing”, the concepts of “dividing”, “divid-
WITHIN whatthese are. Justaswe do High divided to the nations their  ingforinheritance” and the creation of
notthink we have the same boundariesinheritance....” Rev. Bullinger'snotes  “boundaries” in this process made us
and limitations as angels, principalities, on this are excellent, for he points out feelthatthey are conceptually related to
powers, we should not think that our that“nachal=to possess”butthatitis each other. We will leave readers with
boundaries are the same as God'’s “cho-"not the Hebrevpalag(Genesis 10:5)  twoideasto ponder:
sen people”. If we look back into the which = to cleave by disruption, or ¢ The process of “rightly dividing”is
scriptures, we will notice how closely parur(Genesis 10:5,32) =todivide by the process of rightly dividing or appor-
tied the promises to Israel are to land breaking off”. The wordpalag and  tioning the inheritances for the different
and the possession of land. It is so parurare also translated into the En- callings.
distinctly partoftheirinheritance. There glishword “divide”. Alsolook at Num- * Itisinteresting thatthe responsibil-
is constant statement and re-statementbers 33:54'And ye shall divide the ityof“rightly dividing”is only found with
of these physical boundaries. On the land by lotforaninheritanceamong  the Body of Christ.
other hand, we as the Body of Christ your families..;Numbers 34:17, 18 Haland Lyn Ayer
are not tied to similar physical land “These are the names of the men




The Unity Of The Spirit...What Is It? #2

(Reprinted from Things To Come, during “Acts”; neitherisit“water only
March 1909. C.H. Welch. with thepromise othe Baptism of the

Al ONE Body, Spirit,” as in the case of John Baptist’s
Bl ONE Spirit, witness; butitis “spirit” only.
Cl ONE Hope, “Water” alone, and “water and spirit”
DI ONE LORD, are both left on the other side of Acts
Cl ONE Faith, 28:26-28.

Bl ONE Baptism,
A | ONE God and Father.

Much evil has arisen by taking it for
granted thatthe Baptism by the Spiritin
Acts, withitsaccompanimerBgifts”;

“Bygrace areye saved.”

This, then, is the unity thatwe are to
endeavourto “keep”. Its “circle of fel-
lowship”is as broad, as long, as deep
and as high, as the love of Christitself;
and that IN-cludes every saved one,
however feeble his faith, and EX-cludes
every other, however great his gifts.
We are notcommanded to MAKE, but
to keep a unity ALREADY MADE,

The ONE BODY is balanced (as andthe*“lavingonofhands,”isthe same and existing, unshaken, and indefec-

seeninthe structure) by the ONE GOD as the Baptism by the Spirit now; but
and Father. This also speaks of resur-the further consideration of this impor-
rection-for none call God “Father”but  tant subject we reserve for a future
members of His Family (theword “Fa- article (if the Lord will).

ther” ispater,the word “Family” in The ONE HOPE is balanced by the
3:15igpatria).None are such, except ONE FAITH, and both are vitally con-
by new creation; and hence we have nected with Resurrection. The HOPE
emphasized by this structure the Family of the believer is set upon His Lord’s

tiblein Heaven (Phil. 3:20).

The bond of unity is not “all speaking
the samething,” however desirable that
may be; neitheris it Creed, Confession,
or Conformity-butitis the binding to-
gether “by the peace made throughthe
blood of His Cross” (Eph. 2:15; Col.1-
20).

relationship of One Body to the “God return, and on the blessed hope of the We may not have fellowship with the

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ of “building of God, a house not made
Whom everyfamilyinheavenandearth with hands,” of having a body like unto
is named” (3- 14, 15). the glorious body of the Risen Lord
The ONE SPIRIT is balanced by the (Phil3:20,21).
ONE BAPTISM, this plainly tells us The ONE Faith likewise is vain with-
thatthe Baptismin questionis the Bap- out Resurrection, for withoutit “your
tism by the Spiritinto the One Body; faithisvain;ye are yetinyoursins” (1
and inasmuch as it says “ONE Bap- Cor. 15:17).
tism,”thereis necessarily excludedbap- Thus the whole complex unity be-
tism of every otherkind. longs essentially tthe other side of
Some say that the One Baptism is Death and Buriallt is in the Heaven-
inclusive of both water and Spirit: butif  lies “where Christ sitteth on the right
the word “ONE “ in this case means hand of God” (Col. 3:1).
TWO, why not in the other six in-  Itisnotenough for usto have the faith
stances? Can we dare to say that thethat once was sufficient. Faith believes
other passages MAY mean TWO the whole of God’s Word; “all things
BODIES, TWO SPIRITS, TWO written.” AndGod's LATEST revela-
HOPES, TWO LORDS, TWO tionforourfaithtakesusuptorestinthe
FAITHS, TWO FATHERS? Person of One at His own right hand-
The very statementisits ownrefuta- One whose work s finished and com-
tion. How then can we speak of Two plete.
Baptisms? Yethow solemnitistosee At what particular period the One
that, inthe travesties of unity around us Body began to ‘benanifestmay al-

sins, errors and denominations of our
brethren; but, we cannot cut our- selves
off fromthem, or they from us, without
denying the trutlof these wonderful
verses.

Our calling, our hope, our positionin
Christ, and our position,
dispensationally, are all alike heavenly;
and the Divine corollary from this ex-
alted positionis “to walk worthy of the
callingwherewith ye are called ; with
ALL lowliness, AND meekness, WITH
long-suffering, forbearing one another
inlove, ‘etc.” The travesty enacted and
repeated all around seems to be as
though the Scripture said, “With ALL
arrogance, AND bitterness, WITH a
sectarian and party intolerance, casting
out ‘like Diotrophes, endeavouring to
keep, by one means or another,aman-
made, undispensational unity in the
bondage of legalism. Judaisin,
Romanism, and Brethrenism.” May

itwould seem that this is actually the ways remain an open question, but every reader be led to shun these ways

case, and that there are two LORDS ; Eph. 2:15-18, makesitclear that, like
which state of affairs comes underthe every other of God's dealingsin grace,

of men, and to “Hold the Head,” seek-
ing to KEEP THIS unity set forth in

Divine judgment-“Ye cannotserve two
masters.”

The One Spiritand the One Baptism
are alike HEAVENLY, and have noth-
ing to do with the “EARTHLY
THINGS” of John 3:1-12; itisnolonger
the “water AND spirit“which obtained

itis vitally connected with the Cross. Eph. 4, leaving the bickerings and
Therewe see the peace which binds fightings to those who say, “My Lord

togetherTherewe see the love that delayeth His coming.” May we more
constraineth ug herewe see the ac- fullyenterintothe blessing (1:3), power
cess by ONE SPIRIT unto the FA- (1:20), grace (2:6), triumph (3:10), and
THER.Therewe learn the depths of conflict (6:12) of the key-words oftrue

the parenthetical remark of Eph. 2:5, Unity, “Inthe Heavenlies-in Christ.”



Powasson, Bible Conference Phillipines Ministry Support

The beauty of God’s creation, dis-  Santiago Chua, of Manila, Phillipines,
playedintherollinggreenhills, theclean is actively spreading the good news of
air and the orange, yellow and red the"mystery"inThe Phillipines.
maple leaves was the setting for the Forthose who would like to contrib-
Annual Bible Conference in Powasson, ute to this ministry, you may send any
Ontario, Canada, September"30  contribution to Bible Explorations and
was privileged to be the speaker at the indicate your desire to support the work
three sessions that Saturday. The sub-there. We willinclude the gift with our
jectmatter was a comparison of Paul's normal support and identify your gift.
ministry before and after Acts 28.

Bible Explorations is a joint
effort by a group of believers.
Articles submitted are not nec-
essarily the view point of the
group collectively. Free to any-
one upon request.

My heart was filled with joy and The Highest Ambition Of The Christian, Phil 3:11

encouragementfromtherichfellowship _Excerptfrom TFT tapdhe Mystery
shared with the saints in Ontario. Their Gospel, given 6-26-84, by Oscar M.
hospitality willbe rememberedforyears Baker.

tocome. Stepsleading uptoit:

My appreciation for Jean and George 1. V.8, ‘thatlmay win Christ”
Bonser was renewed when we shared?2- V.9, foundin Him” _
afewmoments together discussing the 3 V.10, That I may know Him”
Scriptures together concering our Lord 4-V-10, ‘and the power of His resur-
and head. They bore witness of the rection” . .
worthy walk describedin Eph. 4:2with 5. V.10, ‘and the fellowship of His
“alllowliness(humility of mind")and ~ sufferings’
meekness, with longsuffering, for- ~ 6. v.10, ‘being made conformable
bearing one another in lové. unto His death’ _

Sunday morningincludedatime of 7- v.11,1f by any means | might
fellowship and a hearty breakfastin the attain unto the resurrection of the
home of Debra and Mark LaFrance. dead”

looking for perfection. That he might
become so intimately acquainted with
Christand identified with Him; that he
mightwalk right here and now as if he
were inresurrection life, that he’d al-
ready attained that as far as an experi-
ence was concerned. Now can you
think of any higher ambition for a Chris-
tian man here on earth than that? That
he might become so perfect, | don’t
mean justmorally, but spiritually, men-
tally, and so on, that he could walk here
onthis earthasifhe was already resur-
rectedin heavenly places. Nowthatis,
of course, an infinity goal. You folks
thatknow something of mathematics

"Blessedbe the Lord, who daily He already had the assurance. Butknowthere’s asign calledinfinity. It's

loadeth uswith benefits, everthe  thisis really an out-resurrection, out
God of our salvation. Selah."Ps fromamong the dead, literally trans-

something you never quite attain to, it's
outthere, and makes no difference how

68:19 lated. When you consider the 6 steps faryou goit’s still out ahead.

leading up to it you begin to see he is
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